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Clinicians use this reasoning when they attempt to sepa-
rate peripheral from central vestibular lesions. A sponta-
neous nystagmus that persists over several weeks is
generally due to a central lesion; a peripheral nystagmus
can be repaired by an intact brainstem and cerebellum.

Summary

The vestibular system is an old and sophisticated human
control system. Accurate processing of sensory input
about rapid head and postural motion is difficult as well
as critical to survival. Not surprisingly, the body uses
multiple, partially redundant sensory inputs and motor
outputs in combination with central state estimators and
competent central repair. The system as a whole can with-
stand and adapt to major amounts of peripheral vestibular
dysfunction. The weakness of the vestibular system is a
relative inability to repair central vestibular dysfunction.
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