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Current Study.

e Explores Forest Service (FS) managers’
perceptions of sustainable recreation
and tourism

e Goal Is to Inform current and future
efforts focused on sustainability




Background: Sustainable Recreation
and Tourism (SRT)

= |[nitial concepts derived from

— Previous sustainable operations
survey results (see Winter, 2008)

— Conyversations with key recreation
and teurism contacts within USDA ES

— Replication off concepts explored by
Cotirellletall (2007)



Sustainabillity Defined

= SRT meets the needs of present
visitors/tourists and host regions while
protecting and enhancing opportunities for
the future. It Is envisioned as leading to
management of all resources in such a
way that economic, social, and aesthetic
needs can be fulfilled while maintaining
culttural mtegrity; essential. ecological
PrECESSES; hivlegical diversity, and!life
suppert systems (UNWI©) 1996).



Methods

= Conduected through online survey

o Gathered names from directories and
FS contacts

= 872 surveys sent out, 1 velunteer
e 433 esponses, 50.5% response rate




Who Responded?

e \Ost:

— Were recreation managers (47.8%) or recreation
staff officers (28.9%)

— Worked full-time (97.9%)

— Were assigned at district (57.0%), or forest-level
(83.5%)

— Had/hbeenn currentassignment an average of
e years

— Werewellleducated
= Degrees mcluded 5911% BA, 21.7% MA, and/8:5% Eh.D.



Respondent Distribution by Region
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Overnview: of Findings

= How Important is SRT?

— Was viewed as important and included
professional responsibility.

—Was netalways,viewed as a kS priority.



Results: importance of sustainability

Is a ES priority. t

Warrants additional investment h
Personally important in mgt. area _
Prefessionaliresponsibility. to ﬁ
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Note: Management is abbreviated as mgt.



Overnview: of Findings

e How did respondents rate
considerations important to
sustainability?

— A majority viewed! the follewing
considerations as Important

— Envirenmentaliimpactsiand capacity, of FS
persennel e support SRirwere. rated ‘very
Important' By, the vast majority,



Results: importance of considerations in
sustainability

Capacity of ES personnel to support h
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Overnview: of Findings

e Perceived impact of SRT development in
respondents’ management area was
examined in relation to. economic and
community/cultural impacts....

—'Most agreed that positive economic impacts
Were aneutcome

— [lecallcultures\were:considered in the provision of
nfermatien andin eppertunities

— Mest agreedithat Visitersswere encouraged to
learn aboeut lecal cultures



Results: economic aspects of SRT
development

. : i
Prices of/local products increase |
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RI creates job opportunities for 3
residents in surrounding
communities

Riidiversifies the/local economy
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Note: Recreation/tourism is abbreviated as RT



Results: community and culture aspects
of SRT development

Visitors are encouraged to learn
about lecal cultures

Local cultures considered in
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Local cultures are considered in
provision of infermation

Quality afilife’improved for
surreundimng communities

There are more educational

opportunities forlocals ﬁ
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Overnview: of Findings

e Perceived impact of SRT development in
respondents’ management area was
examined regarding partnerships and
collaboration....

— /Partnerships were a part of RT development,
theugh noet typically with loecal businesses

— (Coenecessionaires/outiittersiwere expected to
minimize impacts Wwhile maximizing Visitor
satisfaction

— Most agreedioppertunities for; collalberation with
local community, Were important, fewer agreed
that gooed communication among invelved
parties existed



Results: partnership aspects of SRT
development

The ES has a partnership with the ST
Industry

1

Volunteers assist with RT mgt.

The ESirelies upon partnerships to
previde Rifimmy:mgt. area

it

Riffacilities are develeped in
cooperation with/lecalflhusinesses
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Results: aspects of SRT development
linked to outfitters/concessionaires

The ES should require outfitters/concessionaires to
follow established sustainability guidelines for all
recreation activities in order to

Minimizevisitor
Impact

Enhance Visitor ]7
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Results: collaborative aspects of SRT
development

There is good communication

1
among parties involved in the policy.
and decision making processes
regarding RT
I

Community/ residents,;should have
an eppertunity/te ke mvelved imRi
decisionimaking
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Overnview: of Findings

= Among additional aspects of SRT were the
following:

— ES operations were viewed as part of the SRT
Industry.

— Most agreed that visitor satisfaction snould be
monitered

— [hevast majoerity felt ESiresources were not
ddeguate te)coverthe demandifor recreation
and teurism

— Rirwas not believed to be associated ' with a
decrease in criminal actvity



Results: remaining aspects of SRT
development

Criminal activities have decreased
due to Rl in and near. the forest

ES resources are adequate to cover
demand for recreation and tourism

ES operations are part of the
sustainakle teurism industry
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Overview of Findings

e Additional items with majority agreement
surreunding RT and the S were:

— ES lands increase the value of the tourist
experience (94.3% agreed)

— S lands increase guality, ofi life for surrounding
residents (89.8%)

— [he quality efitheavailanlesupply of RT senvices
I my. mgt. areais geod (60.1% agreed)



Overview of Findings

e [he majority of respondents agreed:

— RT should strengthen environmental
conservation efforts

— RT Increases the public’s awareness for
envirenmental protection

— Hewever, Rifputs mereased demand on
water and energy. reseurces and may be
asseciated withrenvirenmental poellution



Results: environmental aspects of RT

RT on ES lands causes environmental
pollution

RT increases demands on energy

and water resources
RI Improves awareness of
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Overview of Findings

= Additional items with majority agreement
and an environmentally-oriented theme
WEre:

— RT on kS lands must be developed in harmony
with natural env. (93.2% agreed)

— 1he kS should provide env.
Interpretive/educational programs to Visitors
(90:4% agreed)

— Jlhe ES shieuldiprovide env;
nterpretive/educational programs, to employees
(84.3% agreed)

— [he kS supperts envirenmental conservation
(85.6% agreed)



Sources of Concern about
Environmental Problems

e Respondents were most concerned
about environmental problems
pecause of the consequences for;
future generations and children

= [hey:were. least concerned about
these same proplems ecause of
conseguences ior thelr lifestyle, their
futtre, andithelr prosperity.



Issues Facing Mgt. Area of Most Concern

= An array of concerns were
expressed...the most common themes
were

— Lack of resources (funding and personnel)
— Unmanaged use

— |ncreasediuse

— Agenecy. relatienship with the: public



Personal Concern about Climate
Change Related to. FS Lands

No opinion/unsure -

A great deal

Not: at all
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Most expressed somewhat to a great deal of concern about climate change
and FS lands.



Impacts from Climate Change that will
affect RT on Mgt. Area

= Some of our, respondents felt climate change was
not eccurring

= Others felt if it was occurring it would not make a
difference in recreation

e SOMeE expressed concern over increases in wildfire
risk and changes in vegetation

= @Ihers suggested a shift in where recreation would
lake place
— Geographic-hasedivarations were evident

— Decreasedirecreationwasnot always anticipated,
sometimes morerecreation was expected



Results: Actions to Assist with Global
Climate Change

Anticipate the
effects

Reduce climate-
changing gases

Educate Visiters
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Most agreed the FS should take each of the above actions. Only 8% felt
the agency should do nothing.



Overview of Findings

e Other ES actions respondents offered to
address global climate change included...
— |nvest in educational programs and delivery

— Design ES buildings around sustainability
guidelines

— Vl@re scienceito examine Impacts and how to
manage

— Encouragenon-motoefized recreation
— [lead by example; snew:the public hew:it's done



Overview of Findings

= The following slides show degree of consideration
given to actions that would ensure SRT in the future
on kS lands

Maost respondents are recycling

Fleet-related measures are in place to some degree, with
more being implemented

Visiter,education programs focus on environmental issues

sSeme parnening withilecal,cemmunity. and business Is
used o develep R

Less than ene-fifthfiave transpoertation mgt. i high use
areas nyvelving shutlies er kuses



Results: Actions to Ensure SRT In the
Future on FS Managed Lands

B Have not considered this
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Use af green proeducts



Results: Actions to Ensure SRT In the
Future on FS Managed Lands
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Results: Actions to Ensure SRT In the
Future on FS Managed Lands
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Additional Measures to Ensure SRT on FS
Lands

— “The guality of sustainable
recreation/tourism on ES lands will
continue to spiral downward with the
agency until there Is appropriate staffing
and budget support for the task at hand.”

— “ESneeds terhecome more proactive in
the lield effediuicating|the public about
natural reseureces and thelr rele mn
enjoying them, using them wisely:and
pretecting them.*



o

Where do We Go from Here?

Additional work is being planned...if you
are interested in these future studies or
additional details from this manager study
contact us.

— W e ol B
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